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Status of Biod ive rsity Thre shold s

Too fre q ue ntly 
burnt 

Con sec utive fire in terva ls a re 
shorter tha n  the 
rec om m en ded m in im um  
in terva l. 

Vulne rable  to  
fre q ue nt fire  

The c urren t fire in terva l is 
shorter tha n  the 
rec om m en ded m in im um  
in terva l. 

W ithin 
thre shold   

The tim e-sin c e-fire is grea ter 
tha n  the rec om m en ded 
m in im um , a n d less tha n  the 
rec om m en ded m a xim um . 

Long unburnt 
The c urren t fire in terva l is 
lon ger tha n  the suggested 
in terva l. 
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Re late d  Doc um e nts 
Na tion a l Pa rks a n d W ildlife Servic e Fire M a n a gem en t M a n ua l, 2015. 
Hun ter, J. T. (2009) a n d V egeta tion  a n d Floristic s  of Ca m pb ell & M on trose Ab origin a l Area  
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Suppre ssion Strate gie s 
Cond itions & fore c ast Guid e line s 

Fire da n ger ra tin g 
LOW  - HIGH 

 M a xim ise fire a rea  in  a c c orda n c e with requirem en ts for b iodiversity 
m a n a gem en t a n d thresholds 

 Direc t a n d pa ra llel a tta c k with m a c hin ery a n d fire un its should b e a pplied 
in  open  gra ss a rea s 

 A b roa d c on ta in m en t stra tegy usin g existin g roa ds, tra c ks, roc ky a rea s 
a n d rec en tly b urn t a rea s. 

Fire da n ger ra tin g 
V ERY HIGH - EXTREM E 

 A b roa d c on ta in m en t stra tegy usin g existin g roa ds, ha n dtool lin es, roc ky 
a rea s a n d rec en tly b urn t a rea s. 

 Con sider deploym en t of RAFT c rews a s first respon se to keep the fire to 
sm a llest a rea  pra c tic a l, prior to fa llin g-b a c k to the b roa d c on ta in m en t 
stra tegy 

 Exc lude m a c hin ery from  slopes grea ter tha n  20 degrees. 
 Avoid upslope b a c kb urn in g un til fire fron ts a re in  c lose proxim ity to 

c on trol lin es. This is to preven t lon g a n d in ten se uphill fire run s. 
Ca ta strophic   Revert to property protec tion . 

 

Com m unic ations Inform ation 
Se rvic e  Channe l Loc ation and  Com m e nts 

NPW S Repea ters 29  The Tops 
RFS  86 / P069 

87 / P070  V a ria b le rec eption , c hec k b y loc a tion  
RFS Stra tn et 128 / S12STN  The Govern or 

UHF - CB   Sm a ll fires c ha n n el 10 la rge fires determ in ed b y IM T 
Pa rks Ra dio 11-17  NPW S Firegroun d c ha n n els 1-7 

Avia tion  - CTAF 126.7  
M ob ile phon e   Telstra  – rec eption  lim ited to high a rea s 

 

Contac t Inform ation 
Age nc y Position / Loc ation Phone  

Duty Offic er (24 hour) 6792 4680 N ational Parks 
& W ild life  Se rvic e  Na rra b ri Area  Offic e (b us. hours) 6792 7300 

M ic ha el Brooks 0427 101 124 
Duty Offic er 6799 6707 
Z on e Offic e 6799 6707 
Terry Hie Hie Briga de – Ross Sm ith 6754 6167 

N SW  Rural Fire  Se rvic e   
N am oi Z one  

Elc om b e Briga de – Ton y Brown  6724 7166 
N SW  Fire  Brigad e  Newc a stle Com m s Cen tre 4929 7177 

Em e rge nc y Se rvic e s Polic e, Fire, Am b ula n c e 000 
SES  13 2500 

Polic e  M oree 6757 3333 
Counc il M oree Pla in s 6757 3222 

 

Bin g ara
-Te rrie

Hie
Hie

Ro ad

Fire  Se ason Inform ation  

W ild fire s 
The c ritic a l wildfire sea son  oc c urs durin g Novem b er a n d Dec em b er. This period m a y exten d 
in to the first ha lf of Ja n ua ry. Pa rtic ula r c a re is required durin g periods of n ega tive Southern  
Osc illa tion  In dic es. The en d of the c ritic a l fire sea son  is often  m a rked b y wet storm  a c tivity. 
 

Pre sc ribe d  
Burning 

 

Presc rib ed b urn in g should b e un derta ken  b efore a utum n  ra in  oc c urs to m a xim ise 
effec tiven ess. Burn in g m a y a lso b e c on sidered durin g la te win ter a n d ea rly sprin g depen den t 
on  sea son a l fa c tors. Presc rib ed b urn in g un derta ken  n ea r the c om m en c em en t of the sta tutory 
b ushfire sea son  should b e fully c on ta in ed. 

 
Ope rational Guid e line s 

Ge ne ral Guid e line s 

Ae rial ope rations 
 

 Aeria l opera tion s will b e m a n a ged b y tra in ed a n d c om peten t person n el. This in c ludes direc tin g a eria l 
b om b in g a n d a eria l ign ition  opera tion s 

 The use of b om b in g a irc ra ft without the support of groun d b a sed suppression  c rews should b e lim ited to 
very spec ific  c irc um sta n c es. 

 All a eria l ign ition  opera tion s require the c on sen t of the NPW S Region a l M a n a ger or the Sec tion  44 
Appoin tee.  

Bac kburning 
 

 All person n el m ust b e fully b riefed b efore b a c k b urn in g opera tion s b egin . 
 Ba c kb urn in g in  a rea s of Low – M odera te OFH will require the use of win d, or low hum idity to m a xim ise 

effec tiven ess. 
 W here pra c tic a b le to m op-up efforts, c lea r a  1m  ra dius a roun d dea d a n d fib rous b a rked trees a dja c en t to 

c on ta in m en t lin es prior to b a c kb urn in g, or wet down  these trees durin g the ign ition . 

Com m and  & Control 
 

 The first c om b a ta n t a gen c y on  site m a y a ssum e c on trol of the fire, b ut then  m ust en sure the releva n t la n d 
m a n a gem en t a gen c y is n otified prom ptly.  

 On  the a rriva l of other c om b a ta n t a gen c ies, the in itia l In c iden t Con troller will lia ise with the RFS to en sure 
tha t the a gen c y in  c om m a n d a n d c on trol is determ in ed a n d a n  In c iden t Con troller is a ppoin ted. 

Containm e nt Line s 
 

 New c on ta in m en t lin es require the prior c on sen t of a  sen ior NPW S offic er. 
 Con struc tion  of n ew c on ta in m en t lin es should b e a voided, where pra c tic a b le, exc ept where they c a n  b e 

c on struc ted with m in im a l en viron m en ta l im pa c t. 
 Con ta in m en t lin es run n in g a lon g va lley a rea s should b e c on struc ted a t 20 – 50 m etres from  the gullylin e to 

a void severe erosion . 
 All person a l in volved in  c on ta in m en t lin e c on struc tion  should b e b riefed on , a n d m ust c on sider b oth n a tura l 

a n d c ultura l herita ge sites in  the loc a tion . 

Earthm oving 
Eq uipm e nt 

 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t m a y on ly b e used with the prior c on sen t of a  sen ior NPW S offic er.  
 Ea rthm ovin g m a c hin ery will n ot b e perm itted on  slopes grea ter tha n  20 degrees. 
 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t m ust a lwa ys b e guided a n d supervised b y a n  experien c ed offic er, a n d a c c om pa n ied 

b y a  support vehic le. W hen  en ga ged in  direc t or pa ra llel a tta c k, this vehic le m ust b e a  fire fightin g vehic le. 
 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t m ust b e wa shed down , where pra c tic a b le, prior to it en terin g NPW S esta te a n d 

a ga in  on  exitin g NPW S esta te.  
Fire  Suppre ssion 

Che m ic als 
 The use of foa m , wettin g a gen ts a n d reta rda n ts will b e perm itted on  the reserve 
 Fire suppression  c hem ic a ls a re n ot to b e a pplied within  50m  of wa ter c ourses a n d da m s.   
 The use of reta rda n ts requires the a pprova l of the Region a l M a n a ger or delega te 

Re habilitation  W here pra c tic a b le, c on ta in m en t lin es should b e sta b ilised a n d reha b ilita ted a s pa rt of the wildfire 
suppression  opera tion . 

Sm oke  Manage m e nt  Poten tia l sm oke im pa c ts a n d m itiga tion  ta c tic s will b e a ssessed durin g the pla n n in g of fire opera tion s. 
Visitor Manage m e nt  The reserve m a y b e c losed to the pub lic  durin g periods of extrem e fire da n ger or durin g fire opera tion s. 

 
Ope rational Guid e line s Continue d  

Re sourc e  Guid e line s 

Aboriginal Cultural He ritage  
Site  Manage m e nt 

M odified Trees 
 As fa r a s possib le, protec t the site from  fire 
 Do Not c ut trees 
 Use of foa m s, wettin g a gen ts & reta rda n t is a c c epta b le. 

 
Groun d b a sed sites (IS2), in c ludin g: c a m p sites, a rtefa c ts, grin din g grooves, 

wa terholes a n d qua rries 
 Protec t site from  a n y groun d disturb a n c e, in c ludin g the use of ea rth-

m ovin g equipm en t a n d vehic les 
 

Resourc e sites (IS3), in c ludin g fig-tree groves 
 Protec t site from  physic a l disturb a n c e 

 
AIIM S da ta b a se m ust b e c hec ked a s pa rt of pla n n in g for fire opera tion s 

Thre ate ne d  Fauna and  Flora 
Manage m e nt 

 The protec tive a c tion s for threa ten ed fa un a  ha ve b een  in c orpora ted in to 
the Opera tion a l Guidelin es 

 

 
 

Land  Manage m e nt 
Z one s 

The ob jec tive of this zon e is 
to c on serve b iodiversity a n d 
protec t c ultura l herita ge b y 
a pplyin g b iodiversity 
thresholds 

 

Ve ge tation Com m unitie s and  Biod ive rsity Thre shold s 
Ve ge tation 
Com m unity Ve ge tation m anage m e nt guid e line s Fire  Be haviour 

W hite Pin e / Iron b a rk / 
W hite Box W oodla n d 

 
Com m un ities C4, C5 & 

C6 

 An  in terva l b etween  fire even ts less 
tha n  20 yea rs should b e a voided 

 A high in ten sity fire m a y b e perm itted 
a fter a  fire free period 30 – 50 yea rs 

 Poten tia l ra tes of sprea d is low due 
to Low – Mod e rate  OFH 

Ripa ria n  ga llery a n d 
floodpla in  woodla n d 

 
Com m un ities C1 & C2 

 An  in terva l b etween  fire even ts less 
tha n  20 yea rs should b e a voided 

 No presc rib ed b urn in g to b e 
c on duc ted 

 Poten tia l ra tes of sprea d is low due 
to Low – Mod e rate  OFH 

 

Gra ssla n d 
 

Com m un ity C3 

 An  in terva l b etween  fire even ts of 
less tha n  two yea rs should b e 
a voided. 

 Fire in ten sity is depen den t on  
sea son a l c on dition s 

 Poten tia l ra te of sprea d will b e 
determ in ed b y den sity a n d height of 
gra ss swa rds 

OFH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd - A ra tin g system  tha t in c ludes lea f litter, gra sses, shrub s, b a rk type a n d b a rk 
c on dition  
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1967 He c tare s

Courallie

Be rrygill 

Irrigappa 

Courallie  

Te rry Hie  Hie  

Narrabri 90km

Te rry Hie  Hie  20km

Broad  Ve ge tation Com m unitie s
C1: Bla c k Tea -tree
C2: Bela h
C3: Blue-gra ss
C4: Tum b ledown  Gum  - W hite Pin e
C5: W hite Pin e - Silver Iron b a rk
C6: W hite Box - W hite Pin e


