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General Guidelines Vegetation
« Aerial operations will be managed by trained and competent personnel. This includes directing aerial bombing and aerial ignition Comm unity Vegetation management guidelines Fire Behaviour
operations o _ _ o o Pearl/Black E ts (includi ibed b hould al b ided e Only occurs in small areas within the reserve. Fire
Aerial operations e The use of bombing aircraft without the support of ground based suppression crews should be limited to very specific circumstances. Bluebush e Fire events (including prescribed burns) should always be avoide intensity is likelv to be low — moderate.
e The use of bombing aircraft should support containment operations by aggressively attacking hotspots and spot-overs.
¢ Where practical foam should be used to increase the effectiveness of bombing operations.
« All aerial ignition operations require the consent of the NPWS Regional Manager or the Section 44 Appointee. e Recent research indicates that a minimum of 15 years is required before fuel loads are sufficient to allow wildfire and e Fire intensity in mallee communities may range from
o Utilise incendiaries to rapidly bum out large areas where required. Mallee Dune-Swale that there is no maximum threshold. A minimum of 20 years should apply to communities containing Callitris. Older age moderate to very high and is largely influenced by the
« All personnel must be fully briefed before back buming operations begin. Community class (> 60years) mallee-spinifex communities should be protected from large scale wildfire if possible. Under OFH comprised primarily of spinifex, ephemeral growth
« Back-buming is a valid and useful fire fighting tool in mallee environments, but should only be undertaken when temperature and ephemeral fuel loads fires may burn more frequently. . _ __ and weather conditions. _
Backburning humidity allow (generally late afternoon and evening), by experienced personnel and after careful consideration by the Incident . e Recent regearch |nd.|cates that a minim ur.n.of 15 years is required before fuel loads are sufﬂmerﬁ ’fo allow .W.I|dfll’e and e Fire intensity in ma!lee com.mumtles may range from
Management Team Mallee Sandplain that there is no maximum threshold. A minimum of 20 years should apply to communities containing Callitris. Older age moderate to very high and is largely influenced by the
. . . . . . . Communit class (> 60years) mallee-spinifex communities should be protected from large scale wildfire if possible. Under OFH comprised primarily of spinifex, ephemeral growth
¢ Prior to back-burning, where practical, clear a 1m radius around dead or hollow bearing trees and active malleefowl nests adjacent to y ephen'(1eral ¥ue| IcZads fires ﬁwa burn more frequent P 9 P and weathper con%itions o P P 9
containment lines, or wet down these trees during the ignition. :
e Standard Incident Management Systems are to be applied
o Thg _flrst combatant agency on site may assume control of the fire, but then must ensure the relevant land management agency is OFH — Overall fuel hazard - A rating system that includes leaf litter, grasses, shrubs, bark type and bark condition
Command & Control notified prc_)mptly. . . . . ) ) Ephemeral conditions — Occur after consecutive years of high rainfall which leads to a build up of fine fuels such as grasses and herbs which has the potential to create a continuous fuel loading across all
» On the arrival of other combatant agencies, the initial Incident Controller will consult with regard to the ongoing command, control and of the vegetation communities listed above.

incident management team requirements as per the relevant BFMC Plan of Operations.

o Where OEH is not the first responding fire authority to arrive at the fire on OEH managed lands a competent officer of the first arriving
fire authority will direct operations until a competent OEH officer assumes control (unless prior arrangements have been made).

¢ Construction of new containment lines should be avoided, where practicable, except where they can be constructed with minimal
environmental impact.

¢ New containment lines require the prior consent of a senior NPWS officer.

¢ The biodiversity objectives and locations of significant species will be considered when locating control lines. Link up with SFAZs,
recently burnt areas and areas with low fuel loads as much as possible when planning and constructing control lines.

o Where practical, all attempts will be made to exclude the construction of control lines within 100 metres of cultural heritage sites,
scientific survey sites and dune crests.

¢ All personal involved in containment line construction should be briefed on, and must consider both natural and cultural heritage sites
in the location.

o Containment line construction using earth moving equipment must be in accordance with the earth moving guidelines outlined below.

¢ All containment lines not required for manangement purposes will be closed at the cessation of the incident.

o Earth moving equipment may only be used with the prior consent of a senior NPWS Officer, and then only if the probability of success
is high.

o Earthmoving equipment must always be guided and supervised by an experienced officer, and accompanied by a support vehicle.
When engaged in direct or parallel attack, this vehicle must be a fire fighting vehicle.

Earthmoving Equipment o Earthmoving equipment must be washed down, where practicable, prior to it entering NPWS estate and again on exiting NPWS estate.

e Experienced NPWS personnel will operate heavy plant in preference to contractors.

¢ Construction of control lines with heavy plant along dune crests will be avoided where practical.

¢ Dozers will operate with rakes in preference to blades to reduce soil disturbance.

e Graders will be preferred in speargrass fuel conditions in open vegetation communities.

¢ The use of foam, gels and retardants will be pemitted on the reserve

o Fire suppression chemicals are not to be applied within 50m of standing water.
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Containment Lines

Fire Suppression Chemicals

of | o
Rehabilitation o Containment lines should be stabilised and rehabilitated as part of the wildfire suppression operation. S =
Watering points « Consider deployment of a bulk water carrier to support fire operations. = 1 S
¢ Potential smoke impacts and mitigation tactics will be assessed during the planning of fire operations. © ©
Smoke Management o If smoke becomes a hazard on local roads, the police and relevant media must be notified.

o During fire operations, signage may be required on the Pine Camp-Springwood Road.

Visitor Management e The reserve may be closed during periods of extreme fire danger.
e ROADS MAY BECOME BOGGY AND UNTRAFFICABLE AFTER RAIN.

WARNINGS « FIRE BEHAVIOUR IN MALLEE COMMUNITIES CAN BE EXTREME AND UNPREDICTABLE.
Suppression Strategies ; g
Conditions \ Guidelines Legend

Mallee Dune-Swale Communities

6300000

e Aim toreduce the incidence and extent of fire in old (>60 years) age class mallee-spinifex vegetation communities.

e Where possible and without excessively increasing fire size allow wildfires in younger age classes to be contained by previously bumt areas and
natural low fuel areas. Consider broad containment strategies using existing roads, allowing for the long-term management requirements of
biodiversity

o Direct and parallel attack may be applied with earthmoving machinery and fire units only on dead edges, or in vegetation with LOW OFH..

e Fallback to existing trails and roads, recently bumt areas or vegetation with LOW OFH.

o Do not attempt backbuming in the predicted path of running fire in this vegetation.

o Backbuming must be carefully timed and planned to avoid adding to fire runs.

o Backbuming effectiveness will drop significantly in the afternoon as humidity starts to rise, and wind drops, in the early evening.

o Parallel attack may be applied with earthmoving machinery and fire units only on dead edges, or in vegetation with LOW OFH.

NPWS Estate

Fire danger rating

LOW - HIGH Water Points

Threatened Property
Vegetation Monitoring Sites

Pitfall Sites

Fire danger rating
VERY HIGH - EXTREME

Mallee Sandplain Community Eurpoean Cultural Heritage Sites

e Aim toreduce the incidence and extent of fire in old (>60 years) age class mallee-spinifex vegetation communities.

e Where possible and without excessively increasing fire size allow wildfires in younger age classes to be contained by previously bumt areas and
natural low fuel areas. Consider broad containment strategies using existing roads, allowing for the long-term management requirements of
biodiversity.

o Direct and parallel attack may be applied with earthmoving machinery and fire units only on dead edges, or in vegetation with LOW OFH.

e Fallback to existing trails and roads, recently bumt areas or vegetation with LOW OFH.

. . o Do not attempt backbuming in the predicted path of running fire in this vegetation. 4 : : : :
Fire danger rating  Backbuming must be carefully timed and planned to avoid adding to fire runs. ﬁ Fire Vehicle CapaCIty, Strateglc Importance

VERY HIGH - EXTREME o Backbuming effectiveness will drop significantly in the afternoon as humidity starts to rise, and wind drops, in the early evening. ' j % : e = DI et S AT 7 B '-_3 . s SRTEY ; L} ‘ﬁé

o Parallel attack may be applied with earthmoving machinery and fire units only on dead edges, or in vegetation with LOW OFH.
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Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Sites
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Fire danger rating e Consider a broad containment strategy using existing roads, allowing for long-term management requirements of biodiversity : = Cat 1. Important -8
LOW - HIGH o Direct and parallel attack may be applied with earthmoving machinery and fire units only on dead edges, or in vegetation with LOW OFH. % at 1, Imp s

e Fallback to existing trails and roads, recently bumt areas or vegetation with LOW OFH.

i ; At o . B Cat 9, Important
o Do not attempt backbuming in the predicted path of running fire in this vegetation.
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VERY HIGH - EXTREME e Backbuming must be carefully timed and planned to avoid adding to fire runs. Dormant
o Backbuming effectiveness will drop significantly in the afternoon as humidity starts to rise, and wind drops, in the early evening. | | |
o Parallel attack may be applied with earthmoving machinery and fire units only on dead edges, or in vegetation with LOW OFH. S : : '
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