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Improving usability and navigation with a revised, stakeholder-centric structure

• Driven by consultation and Subject Matter Expert contribution

• BOS pages consolidated and restructured based on stakeholder use
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BOS webpages will have a new URL address 

• Links in documents and emails will no longer be correct

• Saved pages / browser favourites will need to updated

• Scheduled for release next month

• Email notification 1 week prior to release 



We want to hear from you

• Survey on website use late 2021

• Provide feedback any time via
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Acronyms

Acronym Meaning
BDAR Biodiversity Development Assessment Report
BSSAR Biodiversity Stewardship Site Agreement Report
BCAR Biodiversity Certification Assessment Report
BAR Biodiversity Assessment Report
BAM Biodiversity Assessment Method
TBDC Threatened Biodiversity Data Collection (BioNet)
BAM-C BAM Calculator
PCT Plant Community Type
BOAMS Biodiversity Offsets and Agreements Management System
TECs Threatened Ecological Communities
SAII Serious and Irreversible Impacts
EIS Environmental Impact Statement
EPBC Act Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
BC Act Biodiversity Conservation Act



1. Stage 1 –

− PCT identification and habitat suitability assessment

2. Stage 2 – Impact assessment

− Avoid and minimise

− Indirect and prescribed impacts

− Serious and irreversible impacts (SAII)

3. Lodging a BDAR - Digital files, BOAMS

4. What’s in the pipeline to help

Overview



BAM Stage 1 – Plant Community 
Type (PCT)

• Selection must be justified - not always clear cut

• Explanation of how the PCT/s was determined 

• use of maps, diagnostic tools, supporting 
information

• All data sheets, analyses etc included for the consent 
authority

• Mapping PCTs and TECs is a requirement 

• Upcoming - East Coast PCT classification
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• Documenting decisions to remove threatened 
species from candidate/predicted lists:

• Steps 2 and 3 in Chapter 5 of the BAM 

• Include the reason, Geographic limitations, 
habitat constraints absent, species is vagrant, or 
microhabitats/habitat constraints are degraded 

• BDAR should contain justification and evidence 
for removal of species from the list, not just the 
reason

• Documenting survey techniques and effort

BAM Stage 1- Habitat 
suitability assessment



• s6.12 of the BC Act

• Advice in BAM Operational Manual – Stage 2 

• Applies to direct, indirect and prescribed impacts

• Consider the FULL project life cycle 

• Measures described  in BDAR including maps 

• Include minimisation/mitigation in conditions of consent

Avoid and minimise



• Include a chapter on indirect impacts

• Identify all indirect impacts and entities impacted

• Describe the nature, extent, duration and 
consequences of the impacts on biodiversity 

• Consider retiring biodiversity credits to offset indirect 
impacts that are not avoided or adequately minimised

Indirect impacts



Prescribed impacts
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• Separate chapter on prescribed impacts

• List of entities likely to use/inhabit the feature/s

• Nature, extent and duration of the impact

• Importance of the feature/s to the persistence of the entity and 
consequence if the impact proceeds

• Mitigation, which may include use of ‘additional biodiversity credits’ or 
other ‘compensatory measures’

• Identify prescribed impacts in species polygons

Prescribed Impacts 



Serious and irreversible impacts 
(SAII)

• Provided for in the BC Act and Regulation & 
BAM

• DPIE has assessed all listings against 
principles/criteria

• Additional criteria in the BAM for entities at risk 
of SAII must be addressed

• Some changes between BAM2017 and 
BAM2020

• Guidance to assist a decision-maker to 
determine a serious and irreversible impact
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• Minimum requirements listed in Tables 24 to 26 of the BAM.

• Digital data must be supplied – either upload in BOAMs or direct 
to consent authority

• Supply digital shapefiles/polygons in ESRI compatible format

• Finalise your case in BOAMs and check the credit report has a 

status of finalised

• Process to meet certification in accordance with Section 6.15 of 

the BC Act

Lodging BDARS - Tips



Resources…..

• Updated BAM 2020 Stage 1 Operations Manual

• Guidance for local government on undertaking a critical review 

of a Biodiversity Development Assessment Report

• Guidance for local government on preparing conditions of 

consent from the Biodiversity Development Assessment report

• Tables 24 – 26 of Appendix K in BAM 2020 – which lists the 

minimum requirements for a BDAR

In the pipeline……….

• Updated Stage 2 - Operational Manual

• Additional survey taxa guides

• Updated flora survey guide

• Up-dated BAM-C User Guide

• BDAR TEMPLATE this year!



Q&A
This session will not be included in the webinar recording.

Written questions and answers will be attached to the online webinar recording.

Questions asked during these webinars also contribute to the development of the Assessor Q&A page, future 

webinars and other Biodiversity Offsets Scheme supporting resources.

John Spencer/DPIE

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/accredited-assessors/assessor-questions-and-answers


Thank you for your participation
Webinar recordings will be available to view online on the BOS Vimeo Showcase 

at vimeo.com/showcase/6271450 and via the BAM Support Webinar webpage 

Contact us at www.environment.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity/bos-help-advice

Simone Cottrell/DPIE John Spencer/DPIE

Thankyou for your participation
Webinar recordings will be available to view online on the BOS Support webinars page.

For further support, contact us via the BOS Support page.

https://vimeo.com/showcase/6271450
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/accredited-assessors/biodiversity-assessment-method-support-webinars
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/biodiversity/bos-help-advice.htm
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/accredited-assessors/biodiversity-offsets-scheme-support-webinars
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/biodiversity-offsets-scheme-support

