
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, INDUSTRY & ENVIRONMENT

environment.nsw.gov.au

Release notes - BAM Calculator enhancements
December 2021

Important information is contained in 

the ‘red box’ tips throughout this 

document.



The BAM Calculator (BAM-C) was updated on 9 December 2021.

Updates include:

1. General enhancements to improve useability

2. Resolved issues

3. Updates to messaging and notifications

If you have any questions, feedback or issues as a result of the update to 

the BAM-C, please contact us at bam.support@environment.nsw.gov.au.

mailto:bam.support@environment.nsw.gov.au


General Enhancements - Summary
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• New functionality - opening a new revision of a previously finalised assessment

• New information presented above the BAM-C toolbar – date of last data import from BioNet
into the BAM-C for benchmarks, threatened species data, threatened ecological community 
data and plant community type data.

• New attachment on the BAM-C home page – spreadsheet with examples for applying BAM 
2020 to assessment of Serious and Irreversible Impact (SAII) entities.

• New information presented on Tab 7 Credits - sensitivity to loss, sensitivity to 
gain and the associated justifications from BioNet.

• New information presented in BAM-C reports - identifying where a PCT outside IBRA has 
been selected and where a species has been manually added to the predicted species or 
candidate species lists by the assessor.

• Other minor enhancements to improve usability, transparency and align with recent TBDC 
changes.



• Re-opening a previously finalised BAM assessment will now create a new version of the assessment. The 

previously finalised assessment will be retained as a read-only record in the calculator.

• To edit a finalised assessment, open the BAM-C and select ‘Re-open’:

• The BAM-C will create a new revision of the assessment and retain the finalised assessment:
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Opening a new revision of a previously finalised assessment



Opening a new revision of a previously finalised assessment
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• After the case has been submitted, non-finalised versions of the assessment will appear with the status of 
‘Locked’:

• To edit a locked version, click on the link for the version. The assessment will open as read-only, and may 
be saved as a new version:



Date of last data import

6

• There are four datasets that are periodically updated in BAM-C from BioNet Vegetation 

Classification (Veg-C) and Threatened Biodiversity Data Collection(TBDC). These are:

• TEC data and associations (Veg-C)

• PCT data and associations (Veg-C)

• Species associations (Veg-C) and data (TBDC)

• Benchmarks (Veg-C)

• The BAM-C will display when each of these datasets was last updated –the update date may be 

based on a single data field being updated, or a general update to all data in the dataset



SAII BAM 2020 examples
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• The Department has created example scenarios to help assessors apply the SAII BAM 2020 data.

• The examples spreadsheet for species and TECs is available via the homepage of the BAM-C.

• SAII 2020 data remains available upon request via the BAM Support mailbox.



Resolved Issues - Summary
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• All modules – Enable any PCT not available via the ‘Add another PCT’ button to be added 
to a case using the ‘Search PCT outside IBRA’ button. Note: some PCTs cannot be added 
because the vegetation class is not found within the IBRA and relevant benchmarks are 
not available.

• All modules – Updated field validation on Tab 7 Habitat survey prevents a user from 
proceeding to the next tab with 0 Ha entered in the ‘Veg zone and value’ field (minimum 
area = 0.01 Ha).

• All modules – Separate credit information is now presented in BOAMS for vegetation 
zones with hollow-bearing trees and without hollow-bearing trees. These will display as 
different credit records.

• Stewardship module –vegetation integrity score (without management) is now calculating 
correctly where there is more than one management zone.

• Small area module - allow any incidentally observed species (SAII or non-SAII) to be 
manually added to the case using the ‘search candidate species’ or ‘search predicted 
species’ buttons. 



Displaying separate records for Hollow Bearing Tree credits 
in BOAMS
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• Separate credit information is now presented in BOAMS for vegetation zones with hollow-bearing trees and 
without hollow-bearing trees. These will display in BOAMS with different credit identities.

Updating existing finalised cases:

• Re-open the assessment, progress through each tab of the BAM-C using the ‘Next’ button and save the 
assessment. 

• Once the assessment is finalised, the credits will be imported into BOAMS. 

• Hollow-bearing credits and non-hollow-bearing credits for a given PCT will be differentiated with separate 
credit identities.  

• Note: existing open cases will automatically provide separate records for HBT credits in BOAMS once 
finalised.



Notifications and messages
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• Removal of generic Biodiversity Conservation Fund message from Tab 9

• New notification appears to remind users to save before closing a case



Notifications and messages

• A new message was added to the BAM-C to explain how EPBC Act only listed entities are managed 
within the BAM-C.

• The message appears at the top of BAM-C tabs 7 – 9. 

• A factsheet with additional information about the interaction between EPBC Act & BC Act will be 
released in early 2022.

• Message:
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Resources and Support

If you have any questions, feedback or issues as a result of the update to the BAM-C, please contact us at 
bam.support@environment.nsw.gov.au. For general BOS enquiries, refer to the BOS Contacts webpage.

Additional Resources:

• Biodiversity Offsets Scheme webpages

• BOS Contacts

• Biodiversity Assessment Method 2020 (BAM)

• BOS Support Webinars

• BioNet Threatened Biodiversity Data Collection

• Assessor resources (links to legislation, databases, manuals and guidelines, assessor 
correspondence)

• Serious and Irreversible Impacts (SAII) guidance and list of entities at risk

• Threatened species profile search

• EPBC profile database (species and ecological communities)

• PlantNet (NSW flora online)

• NSW government SEED database (publicly available environmental data)
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https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/resources-tools-and-systems/biodiversity-offsets-scheme-support-webinars
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/accredited-assessors/assessor-resources
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/serious-and-irreversible-impacts
https://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/sprat.pl
http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/floraonline.htm
https://www.seed.nsw.gov.au/

